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The Congregational Church was organized by the Rev.
L. M. S. Smith, in 1842. In 1853, they built their church
edifice.

The Presbyterian Church dates from 1867, The Rev.
Augustns Marsh has been pastor since its organization.

The Baptist Church was organized in 1840, with eleven
members. The Rev. Moses Clark was the first pastor. The
membership has increased to 140. The Rev. A. Cornell is
in charge of it.

The Universalist Church was started in 1852, with ten
members, under the pastoral care of Rev. C. W. Knicker-
bocker. The church was dedieated in 1855.

October 24th, 1867, J. H. Wickwire started the Portland
Advertiser, which in 1870, was enlarged under the name
of Portland Obserner, Joseph Bailey, editor.

The village of Portland has made a fair beginning. It has
already partially developed its fine water-power, and employed
it in manufactures. Besides its saw and grist mills, it has a
woolen factory, iron works, sash and blind factory, school fur-
niture factory, stone works, ete. It is something of a trading
center. Several lawyers there attend to people’s social ailments,
and several physicians to those of their physical frames. They
cherish their graded school; and they, respecting their present
condition, have faith in their future. And the mneek historian
must say, “So have 1.”

BERLIN.

Berlin was first organized as Cass, in 1838—a temporary
arrangement. For a particular statement of its limits, see
* Legislative History of the County.”

The first meeting for the organization of Cass was held at
the house of Wm. Babcock, April 2d, 1838.

Officers elected: Alonzo Sessions, Supervisor; John E. Mor-
rison, Clerk; Philo Bates, John E. Morrison, Wm. B. Linecoln,
Alonzo Sessions, Justices.

The number of votes was 33.

The town of Cass existed four years, when, rednced to its
present dimensions, the nam?2 was changed to Berlin; and the
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first election under the new arrangement was held at the house
of Wm. Eddy, April 4th, 1842. The whole number of votes
was 53.

John E. Morrison, Supervisor; Geo. C. Overheiser, Clerk;
Geo. Townsend, Herman Babeock, Justices.

In what follows we are mainly indebted to the Hon. Alonzo
Sessions, both for material and language. He furnished co-
pious notes on the town, kindly giving the privilege of making
such use of them as we chose. In general, his language is
adopted.

In October, 1833, Alonzo Sessions spent several days within
the present limits of Berlin. Then the marks of the surveyor
were the only indieation it had ever been seen by eivilized
man.

In November of that year, John E. Morrison came from
Oskland county, and erected his log eabin in the northeast
corner of the town, opposite to, and within half a mile of the
present limits of Ionia City. In his cabin he put his wife
and child, and with his axe he went to work, and made him-
self a good home.

After the connty was organized, he was the first eounty
treasurer. Ie was a practical surveyor; was the first clerk of
Cass; was several times supervisor, clerk, justice of the peace,
etc. Mr. M. is still living just across the line in Ionia. He
has seen something of the world hesides, having spent one
winter in Texas, a year or more in California, taking the haz-
ards of the overland route. Two years or more with his
family in Tennessee, atter the war was over, eonvinced him
there is no place like home; and he returned to live und dic
near where his friends are, and where his valuable life-work
has been done.

In October, 1833, Alonzo and Job S, Sessions came from
New York to Detroit, then by way of Macomb, Oakland, Liv-
ingston, Shiawassee and Clinton, on foot to Ionia, West of
the Huron River the country was an unbroken wilderness—
the only road an Indian trail. Before leaving the border set-
tlements, they procured a supply of raw pork and bread, upon
which they subsisted, while they lodged upon the ground, with
no shelter but the trees. '
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At that time there were three log cabins in Jonia partially
completed and inhabited. That farthest west was oceupied by
Judge Yeomans, with whom they got lodgings while pros-
pecting for land. After deciding to locate in Berlin, they
floated down Grand River in a batteau (which the judge had
laboriously managed to get as far up as Ionia, loaded with
provisions for the new settlers, and desired to have delivered
to the owner at Grand Rapids), stopping over night with

lix Robinson, at the trading post below the Thornapple, and
reaching the Rapids in season for dinner the next day. The
remainder of the distance to the Land Office at White Pigeon
was made on foot. The camp the first night was at Ball’s
Prairie, in Barry county.

As without tools, teams, seed and provisions, they could do
nothing towards developing the land they had secured, and as
their money was gone for land and in expenses, they went to
work to earn money with which to make a beginning. Alonzo
went to Ohioand taught school, while Job remained in Michi-
gan, working on a farm. As wages were low, nearly two years
pussed by before they were in condition to return. It was in
June, 1835, that they commenced to make for themselves homes
in Berlin.

Alonzo Sessions left Dayton, Ohio, on the 25th of May.
There are some incidents conneeted with the journey, that mmay
interest those only used to modern facilities for travel. Tle
pnrchased two horses, on one of which he packed his two
trunks; on the other he rode; changing from the one to the
other to equalize their labor. Traveling northward, along the
Miami river, and frequently fording it, he soon entered a dense
and nearly unbroken wilderness, where there was only lere
and there a settler. In places there were no roads, and scarcely
u trail. It was raining daily, and every river, creek and bayou
was full and overflowing. Many of the latter were more diffi-
cult to cross than the rivers, being more swollen and muddy.
In places, canoes were found at the crossings; but more fre-
quently he crossed on the back of one horse while leading the
other. In this way he made his way to Defiance, several times
swimming the rivers. At Defiance his troubles and dangers
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were not ended. The only way to get into Michigan then, was
to go down the river from Defiance by way of Perrysburg;
and there were swollen creeks, withont bridges, in abundance.
From Perrysburg he rode to Ypsilanti, where he met his
brother, left his trunks, and both started for Berlin on horse-
back. At Marshall, they turned north, slept at Bellevue; and
rode throngh a dense, unbroken forest, where there was neither
road nor trail, yet swamps in abundance. Their weary journey
ended by arriving at Ionia on the 11th of June.

They immediately went to work on their land; planted some,
liired team and tools, put about ten acres of land in eondition,
and sowed wheat upon it early in September.

In November, Alonzo Sessions bailt the seeond log cabin in
Derlin, and in 1837 he built the first frame barn. He has been
much in publie life, for which, see the article that accompanies
his portrait.

Job Sessions came to Berlin with his brother in 1835. He
brought no money with him, or other means, but he had
industry, strength and courage. He cleared and improved two
good farms, and after putting them in good condition to live
on, sold out and went to Spring Lake. Ile was several years
treasurer of Berlin. Ile did his full share in opening and
making roads and bridges; aund in all the privations, labors,
struggles, disappointments and progress of pioneer life man-
fully performed his part, and bore his full share.

Amasa Sessions came to Berlin in 1836, and made a begin-
ning in the dense forest, on sections 3 and 4, about one mile
south of the river. Ife had very little to begin with, except
his hands and a stout heart, a strong will and unyielding pur-
pose. Ile made one of the best farms in the county; put
everything in order, knew how to keep them so, and aceunu-
lated money. He was several times supervisor, justice, etc.,
discharging every duty honestly and faithtully; and has, as
he deserves, the respect and confidence of every one that
knows him. 1

William Reed came in about the same time, and built a
cabin on section 3, e had a small family, and but little else.
He was a man of more than common force and energy, What
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he undertook he aceomplished. He made two good farms in
Berlin, with valmable buildings eomplete; and was still at
work with unabated energy and courage, when he unfortu-
nately met a sudden death by the hand of a temporary tenant
on his farm. His oldest son, William, has made a good farm
near his father’s, and is one of the most valuable, thriving and
wide-awake men in town.

William Babeock came to Berlin in 1836, from Ontario
county, New York. Being past middle age, he had accumu-
lated property in New York. For particulars of Mr. B., see
biographieal notiee accompanying his portrait. Mrs. Babeoek
was a model wife and mother, and she had only to live to make
all dependent on her prosperous and happy. Too soon she
went to her grave, and the Deacon never married again; he
soon left his farm, became his own executor, and dicd in 1871
at Ionia, aged 88. His three youngest sons are still living
in Berlin—all men of more than ordinary intelligence, who
have earned and seeured the respect and confidence of all who
know them.

In the spring of 1836, Elisha Doty eame to Berlin to live.
He built a small frame house—the first in the town. About
the same time his three sons—Charles, William and Allen—
came in. William is the*only one of the four now living.

Eleazur Murray eame about the same time, and is still resi-
dent in the township. He brought very little with him exeept
a young family, mostly girls. But he had industry, energy
and courage. He has made a good home for himself and fam-
ily, and has been one of the most useful citizens.

George H. Coe eame into Berlin in 1839, and built a cabin
on See. 3, where he still resides. He came poor, but has made
a good farmj has children grown up as useful citizens. He
has secured for himself the confidence and respect of all who
know him, and still has the prospect of many wuseful years
ahead.

David Woodruff came at about the same time, and from the
same place, as Mr. Coe. He was absent a few years, as a pio-
neer in Montcalm county, but retarned, and has been one of
the most useful and valuable eitizens.
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A little later carne Solomon Tanner, who was a natural pio-
neer, Born in the woods, he had made his mark in New York
and in Eastern Michigan before he came o Berlin. Ie knew
how to use an axe, a handspike, oxen, ete.; and he has left a
very plain mark in Berlin., He did too much logeing alene;
and just when he had got a good farm, good buildings, and
everything eomfortable around him, he became sick, sent for
a doctor, (of what school, Mr. 5.%) and had to leave. He was
a quiet, peaceable, unassuming, yet emergetie, thorough man;
attending to his own business faithfully, and performing every
duty with fidelity and promptness. He had the confidence of
all who knew him.

Nelson Beckwith came in 1837, and settled on the north
part of seetion 7. He was poor, and with his young wife went
into his log-cabin before it was completed. Me was bandy
with tools; had more than usual perseverance and industry, and
made himself a good, comfortable home. He built a good house,
and was in circumstances to enjoy what he had earned; with
his childrer around him, and with good prospeects for the future.
But in the night, when all were in bed, his house toek fire.
In his efforts to save his children from the flames, he perished
with the child that he gave his life to save. His widow and
surviving children are still in Berlin.

Robert F. Hall came about the same time, put up a frame
shanty, and made some improvement on section 6. He had
no family, but lived alone and made what headway he could,
until one fatal day, in an attempt to cross Grand River—it is
not known precisely how or when—he was drowned. His
body was found some time after, floating in the stream. Ie
was put down deep in the soil, and all his hopes, plans and
expectations were buried with him,

Abraham Eddy eame in 1837. He was a middle-aged man,
poor, with a large family, some of them grown, and none very
young. He commeneced on 40 acres at the southwest corner
of seetion 2, which he cleared, and to which he added more
land, good buildings, and all needed improvements. He made
money; settled his children around and near him; lived to see
them prosperous, and died quietly, in March, 1875, at the age
of 88. -




















































































